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Plat, 107. 8. | 
Oh that men i - praiſe the Lord for his good 
neſſe ; and for bis Wade works to the chils 

© drew of men. 
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| To the Righr Honourable 


Sir RoxerT TicuzorN 
LORD MAYOR, 

And to the Right Worſhiptull 2 

the Aldermen of the City of - i 

| - LO NDON. T 


Honourable and Honoured, 
_JSS Hey: T had received your 
B/ IS Order for the Printing of 

\S; D bis Sermon, I procured 
= the be Copy T could, 2 
| VIJEIR whic the beſt 1 

mory Ti Thet of what 1 delivered, "'S * Kg 
endeavoured t0 preſent it. to your views, 
not without'a little addition®ts ſome 
\beadsr.;robich then I could wot enlarg " 

The reft” of this addrefſe My TRE 
and Gentlemen, 7s not #0 TI 6 
* of you, but earneſtly yet humbly 
ſeech you that you would (as Mor-- 
| 9 At, to Heſter ? ſeriouſly and ſtu or. 
Fouſo es w «gt God .- 

brought _ oo” 
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3 you to. tho] hi " -— bear the 
oy and Cas the Prophet ſaid of the| 
rod 'Þ hirs that hath appointed zh 5 Be 
pleaſed to Know , and 'account that the 
dotng Jour duty in your Place is the| 
greateſt honourof your places where. 
as elſe it will be ſaid that your Places 
honoured you, but you honoured not your 
Places... 
Indeed "tis the faſhion of this Wo _ 
to ſeek great things for themſelves, * 
their devotion to, ſacrifice 'to their _ 
atts; tis their ambition to Lordit; they 
| propa 1[/zonately enamoured with the Ce-|- 
lie Bis” and Delicacies of this life, which 
the heavenly St. John cls the luſt of 
the eye, the luſt of the fleſh and the pridz 
bf life: z 'Tisall butluft, and the luſt 
& che World ,. which World. and]. 
which luTt ( ſaith he) palleth away-: 
and which the Wiſe: Solomon 0» ſas 
and dear biught experience, calls vanity 
of vanities and vexation of ſpirit; yet 
after all theſe1hings do theGemtiles {eks | 
Et, faith our bleſſed Lord:and Sa-| 
viour, it ſhall not beſo with you, you are 
uot} 
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#0t your own, and therfore ſbell not ſeek 
our own. but are Chriſt's 5 and therefore 


ſeek, the things of Chriſt, and endeavour 


to doe great things for God: Oh be not 


led away with the error and example © 
. -of this World's admirers, to be fond 
of a poor and miſerable becauſe but tem. 


porary and periſhing greatneſs. *'Tis a 


meer Pageant which is but a ſhew, and 


a ſhew that paſſeth away, as you know. 


"Twas David's praiſe, and twill be. 


urs if you tread in his ſteps ,, that be 


”0 
ſerved not onely his generation, but the 


will of God. in; his generation, or his 
generation according to the will of 
God ::Confider then. what.is the good 
and perfe and acceptable will of God, 


that you' may bein readineſſe to every | 2 
good word and work, walking worthy of 


God to all, wel-pleaſeng. 

JTndeed (toſpeake as the thing is) 
you have none to pleaſe,;none toſerve biet 
God; you. may not 'be the ſervattts of 


 . Men,aud you muſt not be the ſervants of © 
\ Sins onely ſan@ifie the Lard in your 
' hearts, love him, ſerve him ; let himbe | 
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you# fearg aud your dread; Fear to dif- 
pleaſe the God you love,and loveto 
pleaſe the'God you feare ; leſt you be - 
found(which God forbid)among them 
that had a name to live, but were dead ; 
that had been profeſſors of Chriſt , but 
itioners for ſelf,and for tbe World. 
If the World frown aid accuſe you 
for non-conformity , Iet it be to you a 
ſmall thing ( as it was to the good as 
well as great Apoſtle) 7o be.judged by 
mans day, ſeeing your" judgement is with 
the Lord 5, and give me leave to tell you, 
"tet the World look as big'and as ſowre as 
58 car ; you may: ſafely and: honourably 
avow'it'; 'that the beſt way to pleaſe 
L All, or diſpleaſe any with leaſt dangers 
>>. tofleaſe him whos all inall. + 
+ *- Remember wilhall that yeu muſt one 
* day give an account of youy Steward- 
ſhip, #0 the: great God of Hexver and 
Earth, who will not judoe according to. 
appearance, but he (fearching hearts) 
will judge riehteons judgement and give 
| to every mon according to his works : 
Now [ wiſh with my foul, that you .- 
Eo, _— 
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2145 doe ſo well in this your day) as that 
in that great and terrible day of the 
Lord, you may hear the joyful ſound. of 
Well done good and faithfull ſer- 
vants,enter ye into your maſters joy, 

1 ſhall add 'wo more but my deſere to 
God for a bleſſang 6n this Sermon , that 
as your ears by what you heard, ſo your 
eyes by what you ſee, may affe® your ; 
heart to live tor that 1s, to give thanks _ 
0 God in your high eſtate, who remem- : 
bred us its our low eflate. © 


So prayers, 

| Right Honourable . - 3 
' And. oj EY 
"0 
Torr humble Servant in the U 
ſervice of Ehriſt Jeſus, + . 


RALPH VENNING, 


# 


Decemb. 


1656 Right Worſh 


ICHB OR N Mayor. 


"Treſdey , * the 11*- of No- 
32... ember, 1656. 6 
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T- 1 is ordered that 


enning bedefired from 
urt. to Print his 
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Mercies Memorial : 


OR, 
If als thankfull ———— 


of God in their high eſtate; for his 
mercifull remembring of them 
in their low eſtatez 


From 
Ps AL 136. 23, 


Who remembred us in our low 
eftate, for bis mercy e 


for ever. 


4; Or the compleating of 
the ſenſe, you:are:to 
MS”. reade it thus, . 0:9iwe 
SIE thanks. unto the Lord , 
who .remembred us in mr 
low eſtate 3 J for his a aer- 
o endured for _ | | 
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I prgſumeit canaot ('I'am ſure 
it oth not'to) be ſaid of us this 
day,” as it wa$1aid of them in AFs 
19. ver.Z2. Some therefore cried one 
thing,ang ſore arotber”; for the afſem- 
bly was confuſed , and the more part 
knew not wherefore they were come to- 
hy; Who is ſuch a ſtranger in 
this aar fngliſb Iſrael, as not to have 
heard of the Gunpowd:r Treaſon £ 1s 
there cither Poptſh enemy, or Pro- 
teſtant friend,;that knows not what 
a juſt Right apd lawfull Title: the 
th of November hath to, this Ob- 
zrvation and Solemnity ? If David 
would-not . have his ſoul forget all, 
that is, not any of all. the benefits 
of God: muchleſs ſuch as have a re- 


and ————— If Perf bh ——= . 
cies deſerve their memoriaY, fately 
Nacionall mercits deſerve a'memo- 
rablecelebration.. . - ESTES 
.-.\Of-chis then. | way fay as in the 
twelfth of Exod.wver.q42c:0n6ly tur- 
| ning 


us Uk 1D 


ning night into day; and 7/rael into 
England, Tt is a day much to be obſex- 
ved unto the Lord', for bringing them 
out of the Land of Egypt 5 this is that 
day of the Lord te be obſerved of all the 
chilaren of England in: their. generg- 
tions, But not toPreface away any 
more of your time in 'a caſe ſocker 
as this is 3 'not onely.known by: us, 
but acknowledged by out enemies; 
we need not ask, 7rbere any. cafe 
for they themſc]ves baye confeſt the 
cauſe. F:4 17} WY | IR. 
This Pſalm may be intitled as:the 
38 Pſalm: is, 4 Pſa/me to call to emem- 
brance , onely with this difference, 
that that:Pſalm- calls: miſery , -and 
this Palm .calls-merey to remem- 
brance 3, which is ſo mich theſwer- 
ter toberemembred; 44 
* It was penned at-anioccatingzand 
toanend like this, for which-weare 
met this: day. ta make a thankful 
acknowledgment.and i pivuscom- 
memoration of _ mercies of God 
So 2 | to 
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"ro the States 'of the Common- 
wealth.the Veſlell in which all our 
Tntereſts were'imbarqued. Let us 
then give thanks to the Lord, who re- 

membred us in our low eſtate, for bis 
mercy endureth for ever. 

In the words ( which may have 
for Title, Mercies Memoriall) you 
have theſe three generall parts : 

Firſt, Hereis their remembring, 
and an acknowledgment of Gods 
remembring them , who remembred 
us in our low eſtate.Wherein you may 

obſerve, 5. | . 

1. The Mercy it ſelf in this word, 
remembred. 

2. The Author of this mercy, in 
this word, whos who is this who? 
the Lord inthe firſt Verſe , the God 
of Gods in the ſecond Verſe ,the Lord 
of Lords in the third Verſe, who re- 
membred us. +0 
:[::3. You have the Objedts of this 
AQ;or the Receivers of this mercy. 
in this word #3who remembred as. 
4 You 
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4. You have the Seaſon. of this 
mercy, or the time when this God 
thus remembred this People; and 
that was, ir their low eſtate; who re- 
membred us in our low eſtate, 

Secondly , You have an account 
here of the true Reaſon and Origi- 
nall of this Mercy 5 and that 1s in 
theſe words , for his mercy endureth 
for ever, There is no reaſon to be gi- 
ven for Grace, but Grace; there 1s 
no reaſon to be given for Mercy, 
but Mercy; who remembred us, fir 
his mercy endureth for ever. 

Thirdly, You have a Duty in- 
ferred hereupon 3 and that is that 
which (as I told you before) 1s torun 
in common to every Verſe , 0 give - 
thanks unto the Lord, who remem- 
bred us in our low eſtate; for hi 
mercy endureth for ever. b 

From this Analyfis,or Reſolution - 
of the words , you have theſe foure- 
obſervable Propoſitions : | 

7, That Gods 7/rae!l, Gods owne 

Arte People 


Mercies Memoriall, 5 7 


6  MAervies Memonaall. - 
People , a People thar are neareſt 
 anddeareſtro him, mayyet bein a 
low eſtate ; us iz our low eftate. 

' 2: God remembers his People in 
their low eſtate (quoties premebamur, 
as one words1t) asofcen as ever we 
were low ; God remembred us 
when everour eſtate was low, or 
whatever our Jow eſtate was 3 God 
remembred us in our low eſtate ; 
whoremembred us in our low eſtate. 
- 3: The Reafon why God remem- 
bers his People in their low eſtate, 
is, becauſe his mercy endureth for - 
ever; heremembred-us in our. low 
eltate,for bis mercy endureth for ever. 
_ -:4- Gads remembring his Peopte 
wm their low eftate, lays an obtigati. 
on _ them to givertianks ro the 
Lords 0: giv? thanks wnto the Lord, 
who remembred'us in our low e- 
ſtate; for his mercy endureth for - 
The twa twrft of theſe wilt take 
_ up:the Pottrinall Diſcourſe ; —_ 
"wiGOQt thir 


_ 


—_ 
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Mercier Memoridll. 


third of theſe will be the Demon 


ſtration of the Diſconrſe « and the 
laſt, the Application of the whole: 
Then we ſhall ſay, 0 give thanks nnto 
the Lord,when we have proved that 
he remembreth us in our low eftate, and 
that becauſe his mercy endareth' _ | 
ever. 

This then is the Method winch F 
ſhall obſerve : | 

Firſt, I ſhall open and explain he 
terms, that we may underſtand this 
Truth. 

Secondly, Prove the truch of che 
Propofition,rhat we may believett. 
___— dl ha 

Thir ly, Apply it, that wemay 
EmPprove tt, War the mincy of Py 
Our Mercier. 

For the explanation of ths: Con 
renits _ » _ pougound Unaly 


two w_ 
nebinay a People be fide 
Wed alow eflate ? 
2, Whar's it for God to "yg 
is 


his People in their low eſtate > 
Firſt, When may a' People be ſaid 

tobeina low eſtate? Some read it, 
when we were adejeFed and caſt down 
as if he had ſaid, when we were. 
faithleſſe through feare 5 when we 
were ſo overwhelmed , that we 
knew not what to doe; when we 
were hopeleſs, and leaſt of all lookt 
for help, then God remembred us, 
and the things we feared came not 
upon us; God being mercifull to us 
above all that we could ask or 
think. But I did not (or ſpall) han- 
dle it inthis ſenſe ; only let me ſay, 
that Gods People are ſometimes in 
_ this low eſtate, low in faith ,” low in 
hope,and yet Gad remembers them; 
ſo greag 1s his goodneſs; and our 
thankfulneſs ſhould be the more. 

| But a People may be ſaid to be in 
a low eſtate, eicher 1. AQually; or 
2. Potentially, Eirſt, 4F#uelly; and 
that more generally when they are 
maafllition and miſery ; when they 
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taſte the wormwood and the gall, 
as Jeremiah pathetically expreſles it 
in his Lamentations; when they are 
in want, when they are-low in-e- 


- ſtatez or when, as 'tis ſaid in Pſalm 


107. 39. they are diminiſhed and 
(from an high degree, from a weal- 
thy eſtate, they are ) brought low , 
through oppretiion, affliction and 
ſorrow 3 when a People are under 


. all , or cither of theſe, oppretiion, 


afflition , or ſorrow , they may be 
ſaid to be in a low eſtate. | 
But more eſpecially they are'faid 


 tobelow (with reference to the Text) 


when they are in the Enemies hand; 
that is, when they ate in the Enemies 
power; as we may gather from the 
following Verſe, who hath redeemed 
us from our enemies. | 


And you ſhall finde that this is 


reckoned to be their low eſtate in 


2 Chron. 28, 18.19. The Philiftines 
alſo had invaded the cities of the-low 


countrey, and of the ſouth of Judah, 
| and 


\ 


Mercies Memorial, Jg © 
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aud had taken Befhſhemeſh, and Aja- 
ton, and Gederoth, and Shocho, with 
the ollages thereof, and Timnah with 
the villages thereof , Gimzo alſo with 
the villages thereof , and they dwelt 
there ;, for the Lord brought Judah 
low, becanſe of Ahaz. King of Tjrael. 
The Lord brought Judah low , and 
this was the lownets of their condi- 
tion, that they were in the Enemies 
hands; . their Enemies had domini- 
on.over them,and took poltefiion of 
their Poſſeſhons, Thus you have it 
alſo in P/at.79.7,8. For they have de- 
voured Jacob, andlaid waſte bis dwel- 
ting places; Oremember not againſt 
as former miquiries ; let thy render 
mercies Wes. «gp us, for we 
are brought very tow. This was the 
lowneſs of their condition, that 
their Enemies had devoured Facob, 
and laid wafte his dwelling places. 
But this was not our cafe thr 

mercy; this wasaotour low eftate. 
Yet again therefore _ 


* Secondly, A People arefſaid'to be 
low potentially, when'they are 111 the 
way to below ;' when they are de- 
ſigned and deſtinated to a low con- 
dition, by the craft and cunning 
malice of wicked men, who (wo unto 
thera) dig deep to hide their coun- 
ſel from the Lord,and whoſe works 
are in thedark, ſaying, who ſees us ? 
and who knows 1s? who ſit in the 
lurking places, ſecretly to murder 
the innocent; whole eyes are privi- 
ly ſeragainft the pobr, who lie in 
wait ſecretly asa Lion in his den to 
catch the poor; as if there were no 
help in their God, and he were not 
able to deliver them out of their 
hand 3 thus they plot and leſrgn a peo- 
ple to an eſtate as low as death ; and 
upon this account we are ſaid tobe 

Nain, thongh'bur appointed to be 

ſhin. In Rope. 8. 36. as It is writ- 

tet, for thy ſake we ave killed. all the 
day tong, we are accounted as ſheep for' 
tbe 'ſlazghter, fi this we are Tow, 

5 when 
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when weare accounted as ſhzep for 
the (laughter; (o that though a Peo- 
ple are not aFzelly in their Enemies 
power, though they are not aFully 
1a miſery affliction, and ſorrow, yet 
they are (aid to below when they 
might have bezn ſo, hid nor Gad 
-prevented ; to be killed all the day 
long, when they areappainted to itz 
for thy ſake are we killed all the dy 
| long, being appointed as (hep for the 
ſaughter;and this was our low eſtate 
out of which God delivered us, as 
we rem: moer- this diy, w2 were ac- 
counted as {heep. for the ſlaughter, 
we were killed all-the day long in 
our Enemies account. And this ſhall 
briefly ſuffice for the ſtate wherein 
they were, and we were: he re- 
membred us 7# our low eſtate. 
Secondly, what is implied in this, 
that God remembred them in their 
low eftatez the word is a pregnant - 
word, it bears twins thrice told,its 
big of a fixth fold ſenſe, as ſo many 
| degrees 


" =» Vs Wd WY. HY kw oy a 


TE Ee". OUp®>m ger wW 


| Hercies Meworiell. | 
degrees of mercy in it. 
:. To remeber, ſignifies to think 
upon, 27 oppoſition to forgetfulneſs 1 
thus the word 1s rendred , Gem. 40. 
14. ſaith Joſeph to the Butler, zBink 
on 223 in the Hebrew 'tis remember 
me; yet ver.23. the Butler did not 
remember Joſeph , but forgat him 5 
that is,did not think on him. Soir 
is uſed'alſo in Gez.$.1. And Gedre- 
»embred- Noah , and every living 
thing. It might have been thought, 
that when the Ark lay floating on 
the face of the waters, and 1an a 
drift for an hundred and fifty days, 
t hat God had forgctten Noah and 
every living thing : but faith the 
text.God rexrembred Noah, God did 
not forget Neab, God thought on 
Noah; and in this ſenſe God rexren- 
bred us in our low eftate, God had 
us in his thoughts, hehad not forgor 
us, which 1s 20 ſnrall mercy not to be 
forgotten of God 5 we may dwell in 
mans thoughts and not be the bet- 
| ter 
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.compatſtionate: perſons in 


oo 2s Mercier Memorial, + | 
ter for it,but we cannot be jn Gods 


rewembring thoughts but we ſhall be 


the better for it. Therefore 


2+,.Lo remember ( as the ſecond 
degree of the meroy ) ſignifies to take 
notice of a thing, in oppoſetion to 
neglect; ſoit is uſed in Exod. 20. 
ver. 8. Remember to keep holy the 
Sabbath day, take notice, that is, 
neglect it not, remewber to keep 
holy the $abbath day 3 ſa God re- 
membred us in ourlow eſtate; how? 
why he did not. barely think upon 
us, Leda did obſerve and take no- 
tice of us, and confidered what our 
cale was. But + 2-3 
_ 3.: Tt tgnifies (as the third degree of 
mercy, to lay to heart, to pity and 
ſuch a 
caſe; what am I the better for any 
borjes:thinking of me, if be doe not 
take potice of me, ſo as to pity me 
inimy low eltate 2. ſo God dath, as 


inJer, 31, 20. Is Ephraim my. dear 
ſon, js he a plealane childe? for 


ſince 


- 


pnyotn, 


I 
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neſtly remember hin ſtill; or, as the 
Hebrew reads it, rexrewbring 1 wif 
remember him; theretore my bowels 
are troubled for him, 1 will ſurely 
have mercy #pox bit faith the Lord ; 
this earnelt remembrance was the 
earneſt of the mercy. But again, 
4 To remember, {1gnifies yet more 
(as the fourth degyee of mercy) to be 
well pleaſed with .a perſon in-ſuch 
a caſe, to accept ofa perſon in ſuch 
acaſe; fothe word is uſed in Pal. 
20. 3. The Lord remember all thy 
Ofterings , and accept thy burat 
Sacrifice 3 remember.thatis,accept3 
why now thus God remembred. us 
in our low eſtate 3 we were accep- 
table to him , and well- pleafing in 
his eye at that time, when by our 
m—_— _ were w-4/ 89 as 
EEp:TOr the Laughter 5 10 m 
fret in AFs 10. Ay 3s Alwhen 
Cornelins looked on the Angel,...he 
was: afraid , 


,andiaid, What-is-it 
Lord ? 


ſince 1 ſpake againſt him, 7 do'ear. 


> ; 4s FC 3. < En z _ 


A 6 ercies Memoriall. | | 
Lond? > Ind hefaid unto him', Thy 
ayers and thine alms are come up 
Þ a mremoriall before God ; that is, 
they are as aſweet ſmelling ſavour, 
| | as alacrifce well pleaſing to God. 
{'- _ Thus did the Lord remember us; 
$ that is, he accepred of us, he took 
{58 pleaſure 10-us,in our low eſtate. But 
i j | again, bh 
| 5. To remember , ſignifies { as the 
j fifth degree of mercy ) to hear, and | 
[}— © rogranta requeſt;z{o itis uſed 1 Same. 
; 


I. 19,50. And they roſeup in the- 
morning early,and worſhipped be- 
fore the ls and returned, and | 
came to their houſe,to Ramab.and 
_ Elkanah knew Hannab his wife, and | 
the Lord remembred ber ; wherefore 
it came to paſs, when the time was | 
come about, after Hannah had con- |: 
ceived , that ſhe bare a ſon, and ' 
called his name Samnel, faying, Be- 
cauſel have asked him ot the Lord 
God remembred Hannab ; and the 
next word is, be gave her what ſhe + 
acked. 1 
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a5ked; So here God remembred: bes 
how? what only think wf * us, 
| takenotice'of us? or did helay it'to 
heart, and'piry and compaſſionate 
us, and was well pleaſed with us? 
no,z0t only ſo;but God did'hearand 
grant che deſires and prayers of his 
De thus God remembred us, 
# But again, 
6, T0 remember, ſignifies 'P as the 
| ſxth degree of mercy) to help and 
ſuccour, or to redeemand+ deliver 
* fromthat which we were appoint- 
ed.to, from the low eſtate; and ſoit 
is in Gal. 2:10; Only they- vor 


TYLER; ;? 


| that we: ſhould remember the þ 


- theſame whick' I alfo was Grward 
todo; remembring' of .the'poor'is 


| not barely a thought, but arelie- 
]- ving thought ;/ thereforefaith he i 
' the following verſe; who hath redee- 
| medius from our enemies; this was 
_ the remembrance of God; redemption. 
; *fromenemics. When Paul was, if not 
s PRs , yet- oben of all; then 


God 
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God remembred him, and ſtood by 
him 3; ſo that though ſentence of | 
death were pafled, yet God delive- 
red fram fo great a death.Now then 
you fee what it is for God to remreme- 
ber a people in their low eſtates zt as 
to think upon them. in-oppoſition.to 
forgetfulneſs ; 7t 3x 40 take notice, of 
them, in oppoſition toneglect 3. 24 25 
to lay their caſe and eſtate:#o heart, 
ta pity and compaſſunatethem, and to 
| be well: pleaſed with them, to hear and 
tb grant their requeſts ,to help and ſuc- 
cour, to redeens and deliver them jnom 
the hand of. their Enemies. .. © 
| But now. for the proofe. of this 
point, that this isa truth, That, Gad 
remembers, and thus. remembers his 
peoplein theirlow eſtate; there are 
ſome truths ſo: cleer, that the na- 
ming of 'them is ſufficient evidence 
' for themzas they ſay of fomeerrorg, 
they are ſo palpable and graſs, that 


to repeat them, is to refutethem * | 


ſo ſome truths are ſocleer, that but 
Ye | to 


Mereiet Memorial.” 5 
to' name them , is to*Eleer them; 


_ eſpecially when it is ſuch atruthas 


experience muſt ſpeak to, as here it 
i153who remembred us in our low eſtate. 


And indeed to which of / the 


Saints ſhall we turn ? who can ſay 


of all the Sons of Jacob, that God 
hath forgotten them ? did not God 
remember Joſeph in his low eſtate? 
did not God remember Tſraelin their 
low eſtare?2and did not God remen- 
ber David n his lowe ſtate? Nay, to 
ſpeak of :*all* at once, did not God 
remember Chriſt in his low eſtate? 
and this day ſpeaks for us, that 
God hath remembred'ns in our low 
eſtate, Al 
And indeed my beloved,we may 
take up thar Song, and firig it,jn' the 
124'Pſalm',' 1f it had not been the 
Lord;who was on our ſide, now may 
England ſay, If it had not been the 


- Lord; who was on onr ſide when nite 
| roſe up weainſt ue, then they had 
Twalltowed us up quick, when their 

MN C 2 


wrath 


_ 


wrath was ; kindled TED us, then 
the waters had overwhelined us; 
the ſtream had gone over.our Soul, 

then the proud waters had __ 
over our S ul > Bleſſed be the Lord, 

who. hath.not given us aa prey to 
their teeth 3; our ſoul is eſcaped as a 
bird out of the ſnare of the fowlers; 
the ſnare is broken and we are eſca- 
ped 3. our, help. is in the Name of the 


-Lord, who made heaven and earth. 


'This may Wwe ſay, thus may we 
fi ing, Ts it ;zot /o 2 1s there a contra- 
diction to, 'be, made - againſt - this 


truth ? Nay, -y beloved, the caſe 


was this, that-if God had-not been 
on our fide, we had been ſwallow- 
ed.up quick; and our. nof;heing ſo, 
ſhews Ged:on.: -our-(i de.;;that God 
remenbreg us, in our. low, eſtates . 

L ſhall, therefore procced- to the 


third thing, which is, the reaſon why 


God .remembreth his s. people 1D 
their low, eſtape 5 that ic, as in the 
Fext, far his wo endures for Fe} 
THSv7, IE 


_ 


—_—_ 
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 Mercies Memoriall. ; 21 
he harps onely on this ſtring, he 
reckons up a long Catalogue of 
many mercies3 and the reaſon of all 
thele 15 mercy, - only xzercy; the rea- 
fon of one is the reaſon of all, as 7 
told you before, there is no reaſon for 
mercy, but mercy; no reaſon for 
grace; but grace; whois gracious 
why £ becauſe-he will, and to whom 
he will be gracious; ſfothat you ſee 
that.wercy jr God, is all thereaſun of 
mercy from God to man in his low 
eſtate; it is not mans merit; but Gods 
mercy 3it1s zot mans due, bat Gods 
gift 3-1t 18-0ft mans demand (nor 
was'it .in'this caſe mans deſire) but 
Gods grant; who many times an- 
{wers. before they call, and when 
they are yet ſpeaking,he is hearing; 
it was#ot-mans meaſure, but Gods 
allowancezit was »gf after the man= 
ner of men, who uſe to go over where 
the flile is low; this was ot hecauſe 
man-cauld. make God, a e__ 
but. becauſe God would act. like 

Dl, C3 him- 


72 Iener Arr Tall. 
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himſelf; it was ot Gods profit, but 
mans necefiity;-itwas not that God 
tieeded man, byt manneeded God; 
therefore grace tl! is as free after it 
is received, as 'it was before 1t was 
giver; it was not deſerved, and 
cannot be requited; God therefore 
gave, as looking for nothing again 3 
that is, nothing that can requiteit 3 
and you ſhall have for this a dou- 
ble witneſs, God ſpeaks zt, and Saints 
ſpeak it, that God ſhew$'not mer- 
cy to man becauſe 'man pleaſeth 
him, but becauſe mercy pleaſeth 
him; indeed one end that God hath 
in ſhewing mercy, 1s, 'that -man 
ſhould pleaſe him 3 but that is not 
the main motive; for 1n -truth- to 
put mans will before Gods, is ſuch 
an hyſtercn proteron, 'that (if-I-may 
uſe to homely an expreflion in 1o 
ſolemn a caſe) I ſay.it is: to put the 
cart before the horſe. You ſhall finde 
God ſpeaking, Ezek,:36. 21,22,73. 
But I had pity for #4y holy Name, 
»{11; | which 


Edo Eno, fs 8 > Hh 


faned among he Heathen, whither 
they went. Therefore {ay unto the 
Houſe of 1ſrae!, Thus faith the Lord 
God, Ido not this for your ſakes, O 
houſe of Ifrael, but for mine holy 
names ſake,which ye have profaned 
among the Heathen, whither ye 
wentz And I will ſanQifie 2»y great 
Nazve, which was profaned among 
the Heathen, which. ye hbave pro- 
faned in the midſt of them, and 
the Heathen. ſhall knoiw that Iam 
the Lord, ſaith the Lord God, when 
hall be ſanified in you before 
their eyes. 1t is a fulſome Doarine 
to fleſh and blood , to think. it muſt be 


beholding for all to grace; ſhame and 


confuſion: belongs to man, — 


belongs ta God z man makes wor 


for: ſhame-and for ſorrow 3 God 
works mercy as never obliged to it, 


bur for his. holy Names ſake 3 and 


Jeremiah in his. Lamentations makes 
thisacknowledgement, and focon- 
IT $ G 4 firms | 


which the houſe of Iſrael had pro- 
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irms the' aitnels of God in Lam. hs 


21,22.\This I recalh.to: my min 
therefore;have.] hope; it is ofi the 


Lords mercies that.we-are ,not. con- 


ſumed ,\ becauſe his. compaſſions fail 
not;It itbe of the Lords mercies that 
we arenot conſumed'and brought 
to utter deſolation, ſurely thex that 
we-are remembred. and delivered 
is for no #ther reaſon, but becauſe his 
compaſiions fail not , but his mercy 
endureth for ever. ©. Thus J have 
given you the Doctrinall part, with 
what brevity I could ; I come now 


to the Application. 


Firſt then, it will afford 1 ys an in. 
formation. 
Secondly, Some <Y TE . 
The Information 1s this :. 
Doth God remember-his people 
in their low eſtate'? © happy (how 
bappy) are they-then _— are the 
People of 'this,God! that baw? the 
Lord for-.their God 5 it. is not every 
man in in geners!) that is thus remem- 
| bred; 
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bred : no, God bath bis peculiars, for 


whom he hath his peculiar favours+; 


indeed his mercy is over 'all his 
works ; he is good, -and doth good 
to all, but" there z5 a ſpecialty to the 
houſhold of faith; and God that 
doth” commarid us to doe good. to 
all, but” eſpecially to the houſhold 
of faith, | he doth but command us 
that which he patterns us; therefore 
David ' makes his Prayer in Pſad. 


- $05.4,5. 'Remember me, O Lord, 


with the favour that thou beareſt 
unto thy people; O viſit me with thy 
ſalvation, that I'may ſee the good of 
thy choſen, that I may rejoyce in the 
eladneſs of thy Nation, that T may 
elory with thine inheritance 3 O Lord 
favour me with the favours, &c. 
The gv0d of Gods choſen is a choice 
good; and ſo he goes on, O remem- 


| ber 'me with the favours 'where- 


with thou remembreſt thy peopte. It 
15an expreſſion in Pſal.146.5.Ha FPY 
is hethar ; hath the God of Jacob = | 
op! : 18 
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his help, whoſt hope is in the Lord 
his God. Why.the God of Jecob ? be- 
cauſg' God , though he be every 
bodies _ -and God of the whole 
Earth;, yet be is Jacobs God in a more 
pecwlidr manner 5: he' is the! God of 
all the World,; by the opening of 
his-hands, -and: filling - them with 
fuch bleſiongs3 and he 75s\Jacobs God 
y opening his.heart, . and tilling him 
with thote bleſſings ;-and ſo far as 
heart' 3s) above. hand fo far are 
heant-mercies abovehand-mercies, 
an ſo far are Gods: people more happy 
then other people. Davie hath-a ſay- 
iog in Pſal,1 4.4. ver. lt, Happy are 
the people that are in ſuch a caſes 
yea, happy #s.that people whoſe God ts 
the Lord. Happy is that people 
whoſe God is the Lord-; there were 
perſons named before, whe were. ſo 
vain as to_ ſay, -happy were the peo. 
e that. were in ſuch a caſe, vis. 
. _ that had their Barns full, and their 
\_ - | Tablesfull, and theit;Purſesfull = 
[£3 | tne 


Lond 


the World: I but ſaith David, Heppy 
is the people that hath' the Lord for 
their God; if a man had all «he 
World, and had not the Lord for 
his God, he is leſs happy then he 
that. bath the Lord for his God, 
and not atall of the World. God 
alwaies remembers his, either to ae- 


| liver them from evil, or to turn their 


evil into good; Either to ſupply them 
with the things they want, orto let 


. them know that it 1s goed for them 


that they ſhould want it. AMybe- 
loved, methinks this ſhould engage 
allof you to look after having God 
for.your God 5: it 15a commendati- 
on that paſſeth among you, when 
you ſee young men entring on the 
ſtage of the World, you fay he is 
like to do well for he minds the 
main chance; he takes careto look 
after his Shop and his Trade, and 
you ſay ſuch a ones like to thrive. 
If ever you mean to thrive, 'to go 
from a low:to an high eſtate, from a 

| ' Poor 
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23 Mercier Memoreall. 
poor. to.a:rich eſtate, from a miſera- 
ble to an happy 'condition, looke 
after this, the baving God for your 
God; whati 1s God''to you if he be 
not  your-God ? | Tolle menm & tolle 
Deux, as he:faid;; 'tis cold comfore 
to.me whileT live, -and when [ die, 
that thereis:a:God; bur (alas |) not 
my.Gad::Youſee then that nothing 
conceriis;you 10 much as this; - »ap 
_ indeed," to ſpeak'as properly as po- 
ſaively,nothing; but this,this 7s your 
only intereſt; andthivonly,' 'O what 
an..ingagement {houſd this be to e- 
very perion\living; togo'to the Fa- 
ther by the Son ?. for this 75 the main 
ebance, the:one thing neceſſary, that 
. ye might have a portion with -the 
Son and the Father. - Beloved, who: 
. would not live'in Gods thoughts? 
who would: not have God to take 
notice of: them > who: would not 
have God to lay their cauſe to 
heart,” to;pity and .compaſhonate 
them? who:would nothave God E 
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be well pleaſed : with. them 2 who 

would not have. God toiheareand 
orant their requeſts 2 who would 
not have Got to help and fuccour 
them, to redeem and deliver;them ? 


 Owha would not be the Loris People © 


it is the ſumme of all the Cavenaat, 
I will make with: them a new Co- 
venant, 7 mill be heir Ged,, and the 

ſhall be my people; O what arſadcale 
are they in;that come not under the 
new Covenant } whatever good.we 


have from--communion; tit flowes 


from/ unioms-1al/that comes :;ſavingly 
40:4 ;. 5h all comes fromthix, \that God 
7s. 0xr God ; therefore lbeſeech you 
t9:.minde this more, look afteran 
intereſtin God, 'O what will :you 
don-yourilow.eſtate e}ſ&2:.in your 
evil dajes elſe? when ,'death and 
WH you; doerif; God, be not; your | 
God 2 /if you. have, not.a'God'ts: 
think of :you;;a-God to take notice . 
of-you ,1aGod to lay to heart, and 
IE 3705t | to 
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to-pity and:compaſſionate'you, and 
I; 2 God to wn your how 
and 'to delrver and redeeme' you, 
what will you do? O therefore 1 
beſeechyou to looke after this, to 
have God for your God; for they, 
they onh are happy, and they are 
thrice happy, yea 'terq3 quaterqs 
_ beati, altogether and alwaies, in all 
eftates happy, who'have the Lord, 
for their God : "But for the exhor- 
rations, andthat thus!" 
*- Firſt; Doth God imber hit 
le in their low eftate? 'letuis 
God ther; when we meet with 
pct ſtraits; one God 'is a Godthat 
tvyeſhall need foriever : and why 
donot we record theyeats of the 
right-hand of the moſt high 2-and 
the wonderfiill things that God 
hath wronghe for us, 'in ages paſt? : 
thee the God that' hath been our 
belpe, may be our hope... Are any 
of you in a low condition? do ary 
of' you that are the Edrds people 


feare, 
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fear, yourmay he brought-tow;'in - 
any. condition whatſoever ?' 0-re- 
member this, God remembers his 
People in their low eſtate ,and here- 
tofore-mercies are grounds to look; for 
hereafter-mercies'5 mercies paſt ate 
grounds-to' looke + for mercies-to 
come, as the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor.- te 
10. who delivered us from ſo great 
a death, . and'doth deliver, i» thous 
me truſt, that he will yet deliver us; 
O wy beloved, read over your expts - 
riences:, tpoke over Gods dealings 
with you; and remember how God 
dealt with-yau- in'fuch-and> ſuch 
andthe:other loweſtate5'and then 
raiſe up; your-hopes-;:-ſarely- that 
God, that did, the ſame' God will 
remember: me;; ini my/low'eſtate- 
Whys for his mercy endureth for ever. 
Gods ſtock is. not ſpent; ;hisriches 
are:unſegrchable, there is nofaths< 
ming of his goodnelſl6::If David 
thought :therexperiences 'of others a 
good grannudyo build bis hope and 6x% 
j 4+ 6 Ws 2 peFation 
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peZation upon, as he pleads i it, Pla. 
22.445: Qur fathers truſted in thee, | 
they truſted and thou didſt deliver 
them. they \cryed unto thee/and 
were delivered, they truſted in 
thee and . were: not confounded; 
Mach more his own experience, as he 
urgeth i it, 9: 9,10,1t+thouarthe that 
took me :aur.of the wombs;; thou 
didſt make.me hope” when Þ hung 
on: my, mothers ibreſts 3.1 was caſt 
upon. thee: fram | the womb, thou 
were. my: :Gad from my mothers 
belly 3. .a#d - be adds arifhe had ſaid, 
therefore, benot. far from; me riow 
trouble (zew. trouble): is thear:;.and; 
this: wasoſuccelletull,; that before 
the.Palm isended he praiſech and 
calls on;athers:to. praiſe: God: for 
 ſa#tb he viaauied hath not defpiſed 
pot abliorred: the affliction! of the” 
afflicted, :but:when'he orgediunto 
him he heard... ? 

Secondly, Belike God), doth God 
remember his: people in; their low 
eſtate ? 
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member them that are in.a law s/[tat 
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 Godlineſle what isir, bur godlike- 
neſs;zwhat1s it to be godly, but tobe. 


like a Gad ?. the, life; of godlineſſe.is 
called in the Scriptare, the life of God, 
not in this reſpe& onely, thatwe 
have this. life Sor God, or in this, 


' that we live this. life ra God, -but.in 
this, that "tis ſuch. a life as God lives, 


God liyes the life cf love, and God 
lives the life of mercy;and ſhall not 
we now belike God, to live alife 
of love.,,, and a lite of mercy, and. 


* 
Y or 


good workes 2 you way pleaſe ta. ob> 
Jerve,that we cannot be inany thing 


laid tobe more like God, -thea in 


rhis of. mercy 5- bis Nawe when:it is 


proclaimed, what is it, but the Lord 


gracious. ang -merciful.z now. when 


are we like God?, but,when graci- 


ous, and; mercitful., When we.are 
exhorted to be perfe&t, .a5qur hea-. 


venly father is perfe&; it is 4s ano- 


ther Evangeliſt heed 7,to be merciful 


as 


Y a" > \ 
- 3} 


'FOm 


a” 


mY 
HR 


. TTY m _"—_—_ TIES as des oe 1, 
| ae ba EG" hd 
> # Fakes 
» 


_ avourfieavenily Father is merciful). 


Andfo whett Moſes Exod.33.16. af- 
ked God toſhew-him hzs g/ory, ſaich 
God; will cauſe all my goodneſſe, 
that is my glory, that is my Name 
wherein I glory, to' pafle before 
\:You have been honourable.and 
why- thould Enot hope you wfll be 


honourable ftiH in good workes ? 


there are poor Children here be- 
fore your eyes; that call upon you 
fayirig, Rewember wr in our ow eſtate; 
there are tnany Hoſpitals that call 


'forrhis,remember ns in our low eftate. 


And marke I | beſeech you whar 
hath the name of' pare Religion 
(and/ what hath the name; hath the 
nature of 1t):Jum. 1. 27. Pure Rels- 


$0%,a0d undefiled before God,and 


the Father, tha, ro viſit the fa- 
therteſs and widowes in their affli> 
&ion, and to keep himſclfe anſported 


from the World; this is the great ſpot 


of the World , that itis a cruel! 
World, 
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| « World' without bowells 
of pitic atid compaſſion 5 a World 
that remembers not them that are 
in low eſtate ; Mercy is the Char 
cher Graceand the Churches Glorg;aund 
therefore I befeech you that. you 
will rememper as occafion offers, 
and when you are going out 6 
theſe doors, forget. not theſe words, 
Remember vhe-poor.. There is #orbiuy 
more auhecomming a peojile that have 
received mercy, then to be hard-heat- 
ted notto have bowels of mercie, - 
It 15. to- puta blot. on our own en- 
EITIONS be wanting to that 
which we proclaim with joy and 
triumph this day.Oh love and pity 
them that are in alow eſtate, re- 
inewbring that you your ſelves were 
ſomtetinees low ,) fuch were ſome of 
you. 7bos ſhalt faith God, Deut. 1c. 
19. Love the ftravger, for. you were 
ſtrangers in the bouſe of Egypt, andlye 
haows the beart of « firanger Exod 93. 
9. You have had a _ n 
p* 2 a 
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-of a lowdegree- rejoyce that he is 
exalted, Jaw. 1.9. yet ſo as to con- 
idifcend xo-men.of low eſtate, Rowe. 
[116. 2.zpr ſeldowe forget God or man 


 In'our higheſtate, but it may 'be 


ſaid, as Ezek, 16.22 in all thine a- 


 bominations thou haſt not remembred 


the daies of thy youth, when thou 
waſt naked/and-bare, in a low eſtate. 
Jt was the brand that Ga//iv lay un- 


_ der; when (the Saints'were perſecu- 


ted ;;that'he- cared! not for' theſe 
things. .Qit isa ſad'brand & very 
blackebaraFer when it'may be faid 
of men that they doe not care for 
theſethings.. But again, | 
Thirdly,Doth God'remember his 
people in their low eſtate ?*O'then 
let. his People remember him in their 


| high eſtate ; he hath ſet you-on high, 


© now remember him in your high 


eſtate : it 5s but equal, that if God. 


remember us when we are low.that 


we | 


; d difconſolate heart attends 
ia low eſtates/er therefore the brother 


Mevcies Memorial: = 
we ſhould remember @od: when we 
are high 5 To fin againſt the delroe- 
rances of God,and a God of deliverance 
z00, 3s double iniquity 5 and yet it 1$ 
mans great 'Vagity and unhappineſs, 
that he is ſeldome more apt to for- 
get God at any time then then 
when he hath moſt cauſe to -re- 
member him; when he hath mercy 
before his eye, yet then'to forget a 
God; ſeethis, Denr. 32. 15. .0f the 
rock that begat thee thon art unmind- 
ful,and hxſt forgotten God that formed 
thee. This was the fin of Jeſurum, 
he grew fat, how? ''why: God fed 
bim ot 'with courſe fare, not with 
brown bread and water , but wit 
dainties, hefed him with Butter-of 
Kine, and Milk of Sheep, with fat 
of Lambs and Rams of the breed 
of Baſhar, - with goats, aud aviththe 
fat of the Kidneys of Wheat, and 
for his drink he had-the pure blood 


| of the grape 3, and what then why 


then he kicked, and forſooke the 
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£ king Kat ny God fed hi 
and then hoforſook him. 9 ftrarge 
One would thinke that ther he 
ſbould haverememberd him; I but 
he then forlooke God, and lighely 
eſteemed the rock of his Bids anon ; 
and ſo. you ſhall ſee Hof,13.6. It is 
there laid rothe charge of Ephraim, 
ſaith. he, they were filled, and as 
[ix were filled, their hearts were 
ted; therefare they have for- 
wotten me3 alas | therefore they for- 
gt; whatbecauſe God filled them ? 
Fa hen yetthen they wereexalted, 
re. they forgot God who 
led their hagid with [and 
oor hel es —_ cm ure. 
ved you ; Ties of enjoye 
pipay> =lapy ” - defer #0 #5, are 
ee erat #8 u3times of fulneſs, 
"z' nol plopagnons, bo; 
po often/made by'ux molt diff 

66-8 God; that that . bo 
the day of all dates, is ſtrange; 
herekne we have” an exhortation 
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children 
heyy at the eaſt they 


dei evo, - 03 


gwenus, Dent. 6.10, 19/13. Audit 
ſhall be when the Lord thy God fhall 
heve brought thee into the Land,wbich 
he ſware wnto thy fathers, to Abra» 
ham jo Iſaac, and to Jacob,to give thee 

great ard goodly Cities, which thoy 

buildedſt not, rd howſes ful of 4 

things, which thou flledſtnot, and 
wells digged, which thou diggedft 
not, vineyards, end Olive trees,which 
thou plantedſt not; when thou ſhalt 
havecaren, and be full, then beware 
leſt thou forget the Lord, which 
brought thee *Gorch out of the Land 
of Egypt, from the houſe of boy- 
tage 3 there 5s not ſuch another tire 


of danger as the full tinee, ' 'Hlence it 


eetharhey Too war was jealous of his 


' euil ine a good 


curls God: :Man ſeldom 
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member .this -that , averczesr. are not 
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given onely for as to uſe to our coms || 
Fort,. but they are givin for us t0 im- 
Prove for Gods glory, The Greeks 
have two expreſtions to ſet out 
riches by, the one*7%4=r2, chings 
had, or things jn poſlefiion, the o- 
ther xeipere, things uſed; or things 
Iimproved:now X*"#=7*they account 
thebeſt, which isthings. uſed, ts 
the improvement of mercy, that makes 
nercy 4. mercy z:detd.. Bath God 
delivered,us out of.the hands.of 
our enemies, that we ſhould com- 

\ Mitabonmnation? no,, but that we 
ſhould feryehim with holinefle all 
the dates of qur lives 3, if not, what 
can. weexped , but that he thould 
take away. our;mercies.. from us, 
nd remember us po more. O there- 
fore take heede. that yp, doe not 
(while. you are eating,and drinking 
In remembrance of God) that you 
Hot; Lorget- God. ;; Itis but too 

that cating and dripking 
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takes away' mens” ſtomachs' as to 
ſpiritual things. *Tis very fad that 


mercies which are given us to in- 


dear God tous, that we might lave 
bim the more.and ſerve him the better, 
ſhould be ſo abuſed by us as' to ' 
love him the lefs and ſerve him the 
worſe;that we ſhould take the corn 
and the wine and the oyle, the {il- 
verand gold which God gives us, 
and. prepare them for Bazl, as they 
did Ho. 2.9.and'they Ezek.16,17-31, 
But now what will you haveusto_ 
doe? you willfay, *Why- | 


% 


-. Firſt, Take! notice not gnely of 
the mercies of God,but of God i the 
mMercies;not only of the IVcrance; 
but of God in the deliverarices for a 
deliverance/is' nothing ſo' ſweet as 
when the bs Gs ' wi = 
cies are never. [0' favory' as when Bey 
Javour of x Saviowr 3 ſtudy then not 
only the mercy,bure the God of mer» 
cy: 'This did Jacob when his brother _ 
Eſas-asked-'him,' Whole: _— | 
41s ; , - x ; t | 
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by faith wy the children thet 
| the Lord hath graciouſly given thy ſere 
veut,Gen. 33. 5. mark it, not only 
children, or children which God 
bath given,but children which God 
hath grecroxfly given. And ſo 8exrucl 
you find him, « $2xe.7.12. not only 
taking notice of the mercy , but 
of God in' the. mercy, hitherto the 
Lord bath helped; to have the belp 
without God, is to have help dd. 
| gut a bleſſing 5 and they that do 
notice God in it, they have but 
half-mercy,chey have bur the body 
of merey 5 totaſtGodin it, and to 
God init, that is the mercy 
= cy. | Sothat in Naw. 23. 
; there isnoinchant- 


" |- 
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. to befor navy you will remember 
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the Lords':doeing and thereforp 
marvellous i in our eyes: 'we ſhaſÞ 
notlook npon mercy as marvellons 

ſweet and precious, unleſs we'ſee 

it is the Lords doing. God remem- 

bred us faith David. Put again, 

' Secondly, Do not onely take no- 

ticeof God in mercy, but as David 

doth here,  keepe cateloguer of the 

mercies of God; Gods mercies are not 


the kindnefles of your friend, all 
his favoures and okemy z you will 
keep your Books of account where 
in all your debts ſhall be- _ 
that they may be're | 


bp 
[ 
154 


their deli kveturasyrheybefioi 


to bind! which elſe would not the 
thought-upon. by us, as 4ordecar 
was remembred by Abaſperas, God 
hath a Book gf es A writ- 
ten for what you do, aud will not you 
have a Books | of remembrance writs 
ren ' for what, he doth 2 God hath 
#upon record, you havenot a goud 
thought, but God writes it down 3 
- you ſhed. not a teare, but. God 
ttles it upz you inake not a pray-. 
er, but God puts it in his Book of 
emembrance now ſhall God doe 
o. for.you,(avot that God hath a 
hu. bf MEMOry,, but it is for your 
* oY will not you write 
wa his.mercies? You know you 
dare +; truſt' your memories. for 
pers ehters, or your. debts 3 0.mvy. 
ed. . will you. commit every 
thing to Book but Gods dealings? 
you can by. youx-. , tell how 
NG ſuch apneowes you,aud th 
fuchaoneisfo OT IAEY be, 
A 4 $400 {o.much ,' and ſucha 
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time ſo much x but.cat you doe 


by Gods dealings toyou, that ſack 
atime,” ſuch a deliverance., and 
ſuch a time, fuch a' remarkable 
mercy? Oh leta Book of remem- 
brance be'written. But again, - +. 
| Thirdly, Lay #o heart the mercy of 
God.'Tf it be written ina book, and 
not in'the hearr, it will have but 
little 1mpreflion ;' and. therefore 
'tis commanded in'the Scripture, 
Deut. 4. 9. Take beed to thy ſelfe aud 
keep rby ſoul diligemh leaſt thou forges 
the things which thine; er have ſeri 
and(rifark this eaſt they depart from 
thine heart; as if he had ſaid, Jet not 
thine heart forget:as it the beſt me- 
morie lay in the heart; therefore 
ſaith he, let not'thy heart forgets 
the ſenſe of mercy # the beſt memory, 
I-and beloved let me tell you this, 
merry then workes ſweetly, when it 
works inwardly ;, when 1t doth not. 
onely affect the eye and "the ear; 
bur the heart. Moreover, you will 
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WA 4 glory to God, i if 
lay not mercies To 

2.V. 2.1f yewill not bear, gi v7 wall 
pot lay it to heart, to give glory = 
2y Nawe, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, I 
will even ſead a. curſe upon. you, 
and I will curſe your blefings;yea, 
I have curſed to alread y. becauſe 
J0u do not lay it to beart 5 AlCiſe will 
benothing, if you, doemot lay it to 
heart, z you cannot give glory to 

od. . But again, 

'* Fourtbly, \Give, thankes unto the 
Kd, , Who .remembred. us in our - 
low eſtate, . this the very Text calls 
apap us for z /and let the redeemed 

the Lord ſay axd*doe ſo, whom 
he hath redeemed from the hand of 
the enemy, Pal, 407. 2. You may | 
pleaſe tooblerye that-in. Scripture 
Bod bath theſe chree Titles, he 
Hope of 1ſrael, the Saviewr of Iſrael, 
| and Glory of 1ſrael:. pray who 
was your Hope. was not Gadtwho 
was your Saviour & was not God 2 


_ Pray 
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pray then who ſhall be your 
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'| allis ofhim, and de jure, 


to grve hins the calves of your | Pr 5 
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David calls glory, Peter (from the 
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all nor God? If wehave had our 
mercies, from God, ſhall nar God 
have our thanks? The ſtreames in 
this World, the rivers of Water do 
all pay their eribure tothe Foun- 
tainz they come from the Sea , and 
thither they gv again : All the world 
reacherh us ro be true tributaries to 
God:doth not all come from God? 
by the ſame reaſon alloughe rogo 
co hit: for faith the Text, of whom, 


o 


and to to whom.are all things; de fafo, 
Ml ought 26 

be to him. © * git 
Firſt chen, Let me beſecch'yon 


let your 'glory awake, and give 

lory to Qod; the tongue of man 
1s called his glory; my heart isglad, 
and my glory rejoyceth, faith Da. 
ord, Pſal. 16. 9. And faith the Apo- 
ſtle 4; 2. 26. tny heart is glad,and 
my tongue rejoyceth; that which 


Septuagint) - 


: 1 d-- «d. 
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many places ,.. the tongue. of man 


is called. his glory and wherein? 


innothigg bur-in glorifying God 3 
in any thing, elſe, it is his ſhame, 
X': 3-4 (4 FL þ 4s ; 
bur iy ris that ic {peakes to. the 
praiſe of God, 'tisthe gloty of man, 
man at any time fay to God, o- 


pen wy, lips, my mouth ſhall ſhew 


a 


redfrom us, in Heb. 13, 13. By him 
therefore /et ws offer the ſacrifice of 


praiſe to Cod confinngsy, that is, the | 


rait of our (3s, giving thanks to his 
Na: he [ [ dot ry [38 the fruits 
of our lips ſmall, things, Why. haſt 
thiu a tongue, but to ſpeake.-to 
the praiſe of God ? why haſt thou 
lips, but to give fruit ro. God? And 
Os OA Rs AST NETY 
Secondly, Grve thaukes.to God by 
the fruit of you tives; the. calves of 
your, lips if they goe alone, are 
poor perilhing calves 3 tharcks liui 


F 
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Fs the beſt thankggroving that can be 3 
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orth thy praiſe 3,.and this is requi- 


therefore : 


RY NÞﬀ"ÞOo« yur 
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*'nually,, thatis, the fruit of our ys 
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15.16, By him therefore ler us offer 
the ſacrihice of praiſe to God conti- 

5 
giving thanks to his Name; ard js 
that all © is that enough 2 -Oh no, But 
to doe good, and to communicate, 
forget not; for with ſuch ſacrifices 
God is weil pleaſed 5 as mmch as to 


ſay, the fruit of th&#lips, without 


the fruit of the hand, and of the 
life, it 15 nothing. Pray remember 
it this. day,and for eyer; bereis ſaith 
Chriſt. js »zy father glarified, when you 
bring forth much fruit; | a little fruit 
ſerves not to give glory to Gadz 
herein is my father glotzhed, when 
you bring forth much fruit a lit- 
tle is 6s 20ze, my father is glorified 
when.you bring forth much. And 
ſo Phil. ».. 11. Be ye filled with the 
fruits of righteouſneſſe which are by 
Jeſus Chriſt. antotbe glory. end praiſe 
of God ; obſerve it, not onely righte= 
auſneſs,and fruit o righteonnly 5 

qe | TD ue 


Aercies Memorial. 49 ' *3 
| therefore you ſhall find. in Heb.13; | 
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bur Fruits of 'Tighteouſneſle, and 
_ Hlled with them too 3 ſo that you 
. ſeeitisnota little'that will doe it. 

Pray remember this, that your 
pood workes may ſo ſhine before 
men,- that you that doe them, may 
lorifie God "alſo 5 by your lips he 


4th but ſengle, but by your works be. 


hath dowble glory; tor you that do 
chem' plorifie God, and they that 
ſee them done will glorifie God ; 
Otherefore give a glorious exam- 
ple. But let me adda few things 
more, [ befeech you, that your obe- 
dience maybe :qualified towards 
God, as your mercy hath beene 
qualified from God towards you; 
how that is, I will tell you preſent- 
ty; onely this of the prefent mercy. 

It was a preventing mercy 3 tobe 
prevented with the ble[finy' of good, is 
the greateſt kind of mercy :' deltve- 
Trance from-evil, is good'; but ro 


be delivered ſo,'as notto be:in evil, 


is much more good. Who will not 
; reckon 
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to.be 1g health, then:ito bedelive- . 
red from ſickneſle ? though - both 
are mercies, in thismercy we know 
not a myſerie, inothers we have 3 
this 15 not like. peace ,,.the joyfull 
daughter of a forrowful mother 
this 1s not like health. after..a Pe- 
ſtilencez but this prevents all theſe; 
ſo much the greater: mercy - #t took, 
away "ho good from:ws, it brought no 
evil upon 3, and how great was this 
mercy? If this mercy. had not been, 
for ought that I know, - many of us 
had not had a. being; or elſe 
which is worſe, a being not worth 
. -Butnow to the qualifications of 
yqur obedience.. - The firſt quali- 
fication of your mercy was .this, it 
was free wrercy,. it came not upon . 
conſtraint ,. it. was not farc't, nor. 


ixelted out of the hands of God ;; 


{h freely you have received, + freel y 


givez God loves to give cheer- 


E 2 fully 
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_ reckon it a greater mercy alwaies 


F- filly, and: the ſame God loves a 
cheerful giver. - 
.”, Secondly, Your mercy was ac- 
cording to your own heart, every way 
grateful.and acceptable to you- let 
your obedience be ſo to God; be 
like David men after Gods owne 
heart. | 
Thirdly, It was feaſonable met- 
cy, it. was. in our. low eſtate, it 
was when you knew not what to 
doe; for you knew. not the dan- 
” . ger you were in: Solet your obe- 
b. - cencebe ſeaſonable,then 'tis beau- 
k-  . tiful. FAR 
..Fourthly, It was a feral mercy 3 
digitys De: hic, the finger of God 
was here, the enemy being judge z 
nall mercies call. for. ſignal obe. 
dience'z therefore. be: you ſure to 
doe-ſome ſingular and tignal things 
-,  forGod,toreturn tothe Lord ac- | 
 .' cording to the .benefits. received'; 
Oh fay, What ? What anſwerable 
thing thalt 1 returne 'the Lord _ 
"LBS: 2 aH- 
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Mercies Memorial. | 
all his benefits 2 ' But again, 
Fifthly,It is a comtinued mercy;we 
enjoy our mercies from that mercy 
to this day; it is not one mercy, and 
not more, but a chaine of mercy; 
not the mercy of a day, ora year, 
but the mercy of Ages: wel then, 


079 


let us be continual in obedience, let 


us be Chriſtians, not for a day, or 
for a fit, but Chriſtians chroughout 
every day in the yeare; not onely 
Chriſttans here at Church, but at 
home 1n the Cloſet, and in the 
ſhop. And then again Laſtly, 

Six thly, Wehave ſuperadded to 
this azultitudes of oth:r mercies, heap 
upon heap. he loadeth us with bis 
benefits every day ; yea many a time, 
many a time we z#ay now /ay, hath 
he ſaved us, heis the God of all our 
Salvations and his'mercy endureth 
for everz Let us then multiply obe- 
dience; and be alwaies abounding - 
itt the work 'of the Lord; Shall mer- 
cies Eficreaſe , and obedience de- 
E3 .. _ creaſed 
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creaſe? God forbid- 

Take a few provoking confide- 
rations, and Lhave done. I might 
draw conſiderations from the 4u- 
thor of the mercy, God; a God that 
was offended: by us, a God that 
needed; us not, and a God that 
gaines nothing by us ; and yet this 


God remembred us in our low e- 


ſtatezthat ſhould engage us. I might 
alſo draw obligations from- the 0b- 
JedFs, .and 'that is ws that were not 


_ only an undeſerving, but an ill-de- 


ſerving, and are not a ſuteable re- 
turning People. I might draw Ar- 
guments from the mercy,” that God 
remembred: us inall the ſenſes ſpo- 


_ kenof beforezand Imight draw ar- 
guments from the ſeaſon, in ourlow 


eſtate, and from theexrcellency of the 
duty of thanksgiving, tis a comely 
thing; it makes us like. the. Angels 
whoſe whole employment. and li- 
rurgy is to 'gtive and live praiſe to 
God, And from this alſo might en- 
; 7 IS : large | 


large thedifcoveries of the obliga- 


it was this, that God had appeared 


worths out ofus 3 he hath Plagues ' ; 
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tion, #hat his mercy endureth for ever. 
But onely take theſe foure Argu- 
ments. 

L. If is dangerous fenning after mer - 
cy received;zand the greater the. me:- 
cy, the moredanger in the (inning 3 


the greater the mercy hath been, 
the greater the danger of fir= 3 


ning will be: God was angry with ' 
Solomon' that he turned his heart 
from the Lord \God of 1ſrael ; 1 bat 
what was it that heightned this > why 


to'him twice, 80 ſaith:\Ezra, ſhall 
we againe {in after ſuch a mercy as 
this? ſucn 4 deliverance as. this 
W hat- could we then expect but 
that God ſhould: be angry. with us 
till hehad conſumed us, and there 
ſbould be-no remnant nor eſcaping? 
Ezra. 9. 14- O linno more, leaſt 
a worſe thing-come unto- us; God 
knows:how tofetchall his penny- 
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yet ſeven times more in ſtore; if he 
ive them vent, Woe to us. See 
udges 10.11,14-And the Lord ſaid 
unto the Children of Iſrael, did zot7 
del:ver you from the Egyptians, and 
froin the Aniorites, from the Chil- 
dren of Ammon, aad from the Phi- 
liſtins? yet ye have forſaken me, and 
ſerved other Gods; Wherefore I will 
deliver you 0 more :go0 and cry unto 
the gods which you have choſen, let 
them ſave you in the time of yuur 
tribulation; O this, this #5 aſad caſe, 
I will deliver you no more. If we 
forlake God, and forget God after 
ſuch remarkable Salvation, let me 
tell you that. we incurre this, that 
God ſbould ſay, I will deliver you 
NO More. : "£44 44 
2. Owr Mercies, unlefle we make 
this anſwerable return to God, out 
MEXCIES. are 108 compleatz our.mer- 
cies are long a compleating : amer- 
cy isnever compleat to us-till: we 
Have returned the. glory of..it to 
Lies = FY 3 Ws is | God; 
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God ; mercies are not perfet mer- 
cies, till praiſes are perfet praiſes: 
See that in the q4o Pſalm and the be- 
ginning. Mark the ſteps of the mer- 
Cy. (+ ) Heinclix'd, (2) He heard my 
cry.(3)He brought me uf out of an hor= 
rible pit out of the miery clay. (4) Set 
| my feet on a rock. (5) Eſtabliſht my 
gorng. Aud 6." as the crowne of all, 
He put a new ſonginto my month,Praiſe 
unto our God, 'The mercy'wasnot 
compleat, though he 'was ſet ona 
Rock, one would think paſt danger 5 
no, that is not enough'that he was 
ſet upon a Rock, or that the was 
brought up- out of an horrible pit, 
and out of the Miery clay, and had 
his'goings eſtabliſhed 3 but there is 
this to make it up compleat, he hath 
put':anew fonginto-my mouth,even 
Praiſe to our :God.' 0 wy beloved, 
may it not be feared that you and 
have - many imperfect : mercies? 
Why ? becauſe our returns are fo 
unperfet, we do-not ling 'the new 

a Song, | 
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38 Aercies Memoriall. 
Song, with ſuch life and vigour as 
we ought to doe.” Q let us then 
look about us ; our mercies are not 
perfe& or compleat till we make 
an anſ{werable return to God for 
mercies received. _ 
3. Remember this, this is all you 
cas do for God, and this isleſs then 
God hath done for you : you are 
not lefle then the leaſt of mercies 
only before you. have them as to 
matter of merit, but lefle then the 
leaſt of mercies after you havere- 
ceived them in reſpe& of returngyou 
can never give God enough, your 
beſt is too bad, and your Allis too 
little z when you have done all, 
« you are *unprofitable ſervants, be- 
E- cauſe you have done but what was 
4 ' yourduty to doez3for man is bound 
to {ſerve God 'with'the/ utmoſt of 
his Soul and ſtrengths hizwflzr Gods 
de; Man muſt thereforebe an 'un- 
profitable fervantzbut 0 then how ux< 
profitable is neqne that doth not doe _ 
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Mercies Memorial, © 
duty at all ! O my beloved let us da 
all thatwe can; for when we have 
done all, it is no more but. what 
we ought, we give God but his own 
Yet again, ; 

4. Remember this, if this benot 
done, this day is in vain, andthis day 
1s loſt;ſhall we beloved reward evil 


to our own ſouls, agd turn our ho- 


ly daiesand holy duties into iniqui- 
ty, the day, is loſt, it is gone: Saith 
God concerning the Faſts,is this 3be 
faſt that I have choſen, fora man 
to hang down his head for a day ? 
No,no, this is not it. So may God 
ſay, is this the Feaſt which I have 
choſen? What onely to make a 
pompous ſhow, and have a Sermon 
to ſerve for State, is this it 8 Do 
you.think beloved, that. God cares 
for mans Complement?. What is it 
to pu God a parcel of gaod words, 
and a parcel of bad works> What is 


 itin- words to confeſle him, and in 


works to deny him 2. What wee? 
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66  IMrerticy Memorial, 

Is this theway of Praiſe 2 No, it is 
Hypoeriſze, and the way to undoe 
alt that we doe. I will but borrow 
the expreſſion of the Pſalmiſt, and 
fo conclude, Plal. $0. 16. ' But unto 
tht 7 icked ſaith God, what haſt thou 
36 do to declare mine Ordinances, 
that thou ſhouldeſt take my Cove- 
nantiti thy moyth ? what Wicked ? 
and yet declare my Statutes! What 
wicked ? and take my Covenant! 
 Whar hiaſt thou to doe ? ah whar 
Haſt chou ro doe? Conſider this ye 
| thar f6rget God, leſt he tear you in 

pieces, atid there be none to deliver 
you, ' Y 
- But now if ye offer praiſe bya 
tight ordered Conrerfilion, What 

> why then ſaith God, know 


afturedly,” that he who offereth praiſe 

hotioiireth me, and to him that orde= 

refh his Converſation aright will tfhow 

the Salvatio# of God. Ohthen T be- 

ſeeeh you itt the bowels ' of Chriſt 

; Jeſs, aol render the —_ 
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Uercies Merworiall, Oy 
God and your own Salvation, that 
you thus give thanks to the Lord who 
remembred us in our low eſtate, for 
his mercy endureth for ever... 


